
accompanying conditions resulting from the lesion
on the opposite side of the brain, but also a certain
diminution of strength in the limbs of the other side ;
a condition which is not entirely due to the general
loss of physical power present. The phenomena
exhibited in certain cases of unilateral spasm seem

also to be related to this subject.
Experiments such as those of Dr. Randolph are

not only of great interest in connection with pure
physiology, but also in connection with psycho-
physiology, or physiological psychology, which is
now receiving more and more attention, and on

which Prof. Ladd, of Yale, has recently written a

most valuable book.

ANNUAL REPORTS OF PUBLIC HOSPITALS.
The twenty-sixth annual report of the Cincinnati

Hospital, which has just been laid on our table, re-
minds us of the many and great advantages that would
result, if all public hospitals for the sick and injured
were required to make full annual reports, for which
the one before us would afford an excellent pattern.
It is a neatly printed pamphlet of only 78 pages, yet
contains a concise description of the hospital build-
ings; full list of the officers, medical staff, resident
physicians and nurses; complete financial statement
of all receipts and expenditures, including every
item of quantity and cost; the number of admissions
and discharges, medical, surgical, obstetrical and
gyn\l=ae\cological,with the particular disease or accident
affecting each patient, and the results of the treat-
ment; and also the total number treated during the
year, the average time in the hospital, the total cost
and the average cost per day per patient. If every
public hospital containing fifty or more beds would
publish annually a complete official report on the
model given us in the twenty-sixth annual report of
the Cincinnati Hospital, we would soon have the
materials and data for solving many important prob¬
lems, both economical and medical much more satis¬
factorily than at present. Enough can be gleaned
from the few, and often important, reports of hos¬
pitals now furnished to the public, to show great
differences in the expenses per patient in different
hospitals, even when located in the same city, and
apparently receiving the same class of patients; and
almost as much disparity in the results of treatment,
both in the general aggregate and in relation to par¬
ticular diseases. Thus in one hospital the total cost
per day for each patient is given at about $1.20 and
in another at only $0.67^. In the report of the
Cincinnati Hospital the net cost per patient per day

is given for each year from 1868 to 1886 inclusive,
and varies from 47.7 cents to 72.6 cent. The per¬
centage of deaths to the whole number of patients
was 6^2, that of typhoid fever alone nearly 17, and
that of pneumonia 45 per cent. ; while in another
hospital the ratio of deaths from typhoid fever is
only 5 per cent, and from pneumonia less than 15.
A series of official reports from the public hospit¬
als of different cities would enable us to explain these
important differences, and deduce practical lessons
of much value.

AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION.
The preliminary circular announces that the next

annual meeting of this important organization will
be held in Memphis, Tenn., November 8, 9, 10, 11,
1887. The Executive Committee have selected the
following topics for special consideration at the
meeting: a. The Pollution ofWater-Supplies; b. The
disposal of Refuse Matter of Cities; c. The disposal
of Refuse Matter of Villages, Summer Resorts and
Isolated Tenements; d. Animal Diseases Dangerous
to Man. No more interesting or important topics
could be selected for the thorough study of the Sani-
tarians of this country at the present time. All papers
intended for this meeting should be plainly written or
printed, and be in the hands of the Secretary at least
twenty days before the date of the annual meeting.
Notwithstanding the enumeration of the topics men-
tioned, it is understood that papers of merit on other
subjects will not be excluded. George M. Sternberg,
U. S. A., Baltimore, is President, and Irving A.
Watson, Concord, N. H., Secretary.

American Surgical Association. \p=m-\The next
annual meeting of this organization is to be held in
Washington, D. C., commencing May 11, 1887, and
is expected to continue three days. The prelimin-
ary programme contains a list of many papers, fur-
nishing interesting topics for discussion. Hunter
McGuire, M.D., Richmond, Va., is President, and
J. R. Weist, M.D., Richmond, Ind., Secretary.

State Medical Society of Wisconsin. \p=m-\The
next annual meeting of this Society is to be held at
Oshkosh, commencing on Tuesday, May 3, at 8
o'clock P. M. Reports of such a number of Standing
and Special Committees are expected as to make a

full amount of interesting and profitable work for the
meeting.
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